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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, February 1, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank 

J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York and via 

video conference. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

     Trustee Karen B. Schleimer 

Trustee David Squirrell 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

Absent:   Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer 

 

 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to 

rise for the pledge of allegiance.  She asked that everyone keep in mind 

those who have been out in the storm keeping our roads clear, keeping 

people safe, our first responders, and everyone who is kindly and generously 

helping others.    

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Local Law #2021-01 –Chapter 110, Zoning; Article III, District Regulations; Section 110-

27.1, Personal Wireless Service Facilities Overlay District 

 

Call in# 646-558-8656 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that this public hearing is a continuation of the 

hearing pertaining to a text change in the cellular code.   The intent and purpose is to 

clarify that any applications outside of the Wireless Overlay Zone meet the requirements 

of facilities located within the Wireless Overlay Zone as well as additional requirements 

detailed in the code for facilities located outside of the zone.  That is the purpose of the 

text change.  Mayor Picinich stated that they will leave the public hearing open for the 

duration of the meeting in case anyone would like to make comment at some point.  She 

also made note that whenever the Board makes a legislative code change, we do 

notifications to different groups and entities and we are still waiting back to hear from a 

few of those.   

 

1) Communications: 

a. Street Closing Request – Mount Kisco Hebrew Congregation- March 2021 

  

Trustee Schleimer wanted to know if this closing will block street access from one 

or both ends.  Mr. Brancati replied that they are looking to close a section of the street, 
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but there would be access for both vehicular and pedestrian traffic to get in and out of 

Stewart Place from either Gatto Drive or Britton Lane on either side of the Stewart Place 

closure.  There was some discussion on how that closing would affect residents during 

rush hour traffic.   

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Trustee 

Squirrell to approve Mount Kisco Hebrew Congregation’s request to close a portion of 

Stewart Place down for Holy days in March with prior notice to the residents that may be 

affected by the closing; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

  Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Abstain 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

b. Proposal to erect and dedicate a bench at Byram Lake in honor of David 

Matsil. 

 

Trustee Grunthal began by saying that the Friends of David Matsil, who passed 

away sadly over the summer, has put in a request to place a memorial bench at the 

northern end of Byram Lake with his name on it for public use.  Trustee Grunthal made 

mention that David Matsil served on many Boards and Committees for the Village and 

this would be the best way to honor him.   

 

Mayor Picinich agreed that this would be the best way to honor him, but wanted 

to make note that the area around Byram Lake is not used for gathering; it is our 

primary source of water and the main goal is to keep it as pristine as possible.  

 

 Trustee Schleimer agreed that this is a great way to honor him, but wanted to 

know who would be responsible for maintaining the bench in the future.  Mr. Brancati 

replied that the Village would maintain the bench, but noted that the benches do not 

usually need a lot of maintenance.  

 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus to accept the proposal to erect and dedicate a bench in honor of David Matsil at 

Byram Lake; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

  Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 

 
a. Byram Lake Water Report  

Mr. Brancati began by saying that we received the 2020 Annual Byram Lake 

Report, which we will be sharing with everyone.  It is on the website for residents to 

review.  Some highlights of the report is that the Lake is stable, it is in good shape and 

is one stage below pristine.  
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b. Change in Recycling 

Mr. Brancati reminded residents that the Snow Emergency remains in effect 

through noon Tuesday, February 2, 2021.  Bottles and cans collection has been 

suspended this week to allow DPW time to remove snow and open the streets.  The 

remainder of the week’s schedule will remain the same.   

 

5) Board Reports: 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus had nothing to report this week.  

 

Trustee Grunthal began by saying that he received the Byram Lake report and had 

time to review it.  It is one stage below a pristine water body, which is always good 

news.  Byram Lake continues to have a healthy fish population, which contributes to the 

health of the lake as well.  There is a warning that we issue year after year with the 

levels of sodium that are a little higher than he would like.  Information regarding 

sodium levels are detailed in the Village’s Annual Water Quality Reports that can be 

found on the Village website. 

 

 Trustee Schleimer began by saying that she received information through the Fox 

Senior Center in regards to Covid vaccinations.  If you are 65 or older or are eligible 

through a different category, you can register for the alert system to make an 

appointment for your vaccine.   The information to register is on our website for all those 

who need the information.  Trustee Schleimer noted that the wait times are long, but 

that it is worth it to be able to get your appointment set up.  Trustee Schleimer 

continued on to say that Pace Women’s Justice Center will be offering help to people who 

are scared and threatened at home with civil rights issues and other legal issues.  They 

can be reached at (914) 287-0739 and are available with a sliding scale, but will work 

with you.  

 

 Trustee Squirrell has nothing to report, but hopes that everyone is safe and warm 

at home.   

 

 Mayor Picinich began by saying thank you to the residents in Mount Kisco for 

following the guidance to stay off the roads.  The DPW will continue to work around the 

clock to make sure that the roads are clear, but understand that there is a lot of snow to 

remove and then move so there will be a lot of work to be done in the next few days.  

She went on to say that there are currently 101 active Covid cases in the Village, usually 

after a weekend they tend to rise.  The positivity rate in Westchester County is still more 

than 6% so we are not out of the woods.  She mentioned to keep faith with the vaccines 

because at some point the supply will catch up with demand and there will be easier 

access to them.  Mayor Picinich went on to say that she participated in a meeting of the 

Northern Westchester Cellular Master Plan Coalition.  The objective of this meeting is for 

municipalities across Westchester to review existing cellular infrastructure and begin 

planning for the future to ensure that the infrastructure is available for robust cellular 

services throughout the region.  This would include an entire re-work of existing cellular 

code that is something we will be undertaking in the second quarter of the year.  We will 

have someone from the consulting company, City Scape, join us at a future Board 

meeting to kick off this effort.   Mayor Picinich also wanted to make note that with the 

snow days at school, Robin Buco of All Together Now has an activity that can be done at 

home; making Valentine’s Day cards to give to seniors.   Information on this can be 

found on the website and Facebook page.   
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6) Old Business: 

 

7) New Business: 

 

a. Extension of Due Diligence Period - Letter of Intent - Kirby Commons 

  There was some discussion amongst the Board on how long to extend the due 

diligence period in the letter of intent to allow larger discussions and work sessions if 

needed.   

 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to extend the Due Diligence Period in the Letter of Intent for Kirby Commons to no later 

than April 6th 2021; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

  Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

b. Resolution to Surplus Village Property 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Squirrell 

to adopt the following resolution: 

 

A Resolution of the Village Board of Trustees Declaring Certain Village Property 

to be Surplus Property 

 

Whereas, it has been determined that the Village has no further use of certain 

items(s): and 

Whereas, the Village Board may determine that these items are surplus 

property; and 

Whereas, the fair market value, if any, is determined for the surplus property 

and its disposal will be for the common benefit; and 

Whereas, at time of sale of surplus item(s), money, if any, will be allocated back 

to the appropriate department; and 

Whereas, the Village Manager or his designee will oversee the sale of these 

items(s) or other method of disposal. 

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, that the Village Board of the Village/Town of 

Mount Kisco, New York surpluses the following items(s): 

 

2004 John Deere 410G Backhoe   VIN #: T0410GX898846

  

All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

  Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 
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   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library and Capital Project 

Funds. 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal to pay the bills as submitted on January 29, 2021 for the months of December 

2020 and January 2021 as follows:  

 

General Fund     $   89,201.52 

Water Fund     $   14,663.42 

Sewer Fund     $ 129,378.84 

Library Fund     $     9,131.68 

Capital Fund     $ 105,542.88 

Trust Fund     $   18,075.31 

     TOTAL   $ 365,993.65 

 

Trustee Schleimer questioned the following bills; Alonzo and other resident 

parking refunds, this is a refund of a three month credit provided to 2021 Business 

permit holders who had a 2020 Business permit which lead into a discussion on refunds 

as a whole; C2GRE LLC, refund on tax overpayment; Atlantic Westchester, Inc., repairs 

to library heating; Geo Design Inc., escrow account for a Planning Board application.  

 

 All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

  Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

9) Minutes: 

 

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: - Call in# 646-558-8656 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 

 

A motion was made Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to adjourn the public hearing to the February 18, 2021 meeting; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

  Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed 

the meeting at 7:56 pm.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307
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_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 


